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has rendered service to the literature of the country, as it has 
repeatedly given us pleasure to declare. If he would only be 
more careful to avoid inaccuracies, and less disturbed when he 
is found to have fallen into those 

" quas aut incuria fudit 
Aut humana parum cavil natura," 

we make bold to say, that, on a twofold account, he would 
appear before the public to more advantage. And meanwhile, 
as we have fallen upon one poet, whose wisdom contemplated 
many of the emergencies of life, we will fain be indebted, in 
closing, to another such, for a few words, which with a little 
alteration might be made pertinent to different occasions, from 
that familiar one for which he designed them ; 

" What then remains, but well our power to use, 
And keep good humor still, whate'er we lose ; 
And trust me, dear, good humor will prevail, 
When airs, and flights, and screams, and scolding fail." 



11. — Passages in Foreign Travel. By Isaac Appleton Jew- 
ett. Boston : Charles C. Little and James Brown. 
2 vols. 12mo. 

We have suffered these beautiful volumes to lie by us, be- 
cause we were unwilling to dismiss them with mere general 
phrases of commendation, and yet we saw no medium be- 
tween this course, and that of enriching our pages with copious 
extracts, which neither in the last Number nor the present 
have we found space to do. Without being absolutely what 
one would call a philosophical observer, — which we dare say, 
however, he will become with the advantage of more years, — 
that is to say, when he has grown more dull, — Mr. Jewett has 
at least shown, that he had a quick eye and a sagacious com- 
prehension for the many notable things which came under his 
view, on the surface of foreign society ; and, without having 
absolutely the touch of a poet or a painter, he has undoubtedly 
described with an uncommon vivacity and grace of style, and 
brought his reader most agreeably to the knowledge of, many 
facts, which for their importance or their curiosity well deserve 
to be known. Happy the traveller, be he but right-minded 
and capable of a just appreciation of his privilege, who goes to 
see the world at that jocund age when a good dinner is a luxu- 
ry and a bad one a joke, and wild roads and damp sheets have 
no terrors, and abbeys and castles, and parks and saloons, are 
seen in just the same lights and shadows, the same awfulness 
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and witchery, the same glory and deliciousness, that had been 
about them in dreams ; and lucky the reader, who may set 
himself down to a book by a writer of genius and enthusiasm, 
who at that age has gone on his way rejoicing through the 
old seats of power and magnificence, the haunted scenes of 
story and song. 

Mr. Jewett is not very much of a sentimentalist. We think 
we might have liked him better, had he been a little more 
tainted with that too much discredited infirmity. Music and 
spectacles are his great delight ; the French cuisine has strong 
charms for him ; and we are not sure that his taste for the 
elegances of artificial society does not wrong a little that 
relish for some better things, which, however, well vindicates 
its right to be heard in not a few parts of his fascinating vol- 
umes. He loved Paris ; who can wonder ? We should 
have been glad to have him speak rather more decidedly of 
some of its abominations, which it fell in his way to mention. 
But though he has not found himself inclined to act the censor 
as much as we might have wished, we remember nothing in 
his volumes which could fairly be construed into any com- 
promise of the stern displeasure due to those monstrosities of a 
depraved condition of social life, some of which he has occa- 
sion to depict. 

With all his liking for foreign splendor, Mr. Jewett is a 
proud and hopeful American, to a degree sufficient, we should 
think, to satisfy the most exactingly patriotic among his com- 
patriot readers. His work is issued in a style, which shows 
that he well knew what a highly cultivated eye requires in the 
external appliances of book-making. The American press has 
scarcely ever done its office with a more rich and tasteful ele- 
gance. 

Mr. Jewett has come back to America, and gone back to 
Ohio. We are too much his well-wishers to desire that his 
literary may prejudice his legal pursuits ; but, on the other 
hand, we are too sincere friends to the literature of the 
country, not to desire earnestly that he may find leisure to 
render it some of those services of which he is so eminently 
capable. 
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This little book has been suffered to make its way too 
silently ; but its way it has made and will make, notwithstand- 
ing. It deserved, not a flourish of trumpets, but some softer 



